                                                                   Minutes
                                                  Kimberly Planning Commission

                                                              March 18, 2008
Chairman Chuck Kuen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Commissioners present were Paul Hermes, David Opsteen, Dean Schiesl, Norb Karner and Duane Biese.  Steve Schreiber was absent and excused.  Also present were Jim Zwiers representing the Kimberly School District, Aaron Madsen representing Martenson & Eisele Inc. and Wayne Wegenke representing Boardwalk Investments. 
After a motion by Mr. Karner and a second from Mr. Opsteen, the minutes from the February 19, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.  
The first item to review was the athletic field renovations located at the Middle School on South John Street.  The Commission was notified that the engineer representing the Village had reviewed the drainage plan and had requested some changes.  Martenson & Eisele engineers contracted by the school district have made the changes to our engineer’s satisfaction.  With little other discussion, the Commission approved the plans unanimously after a motion to do so by Commissioner Opsteen and a second from Commissioner Biese.
Next the Commission reviewed site and building plans for a proposed Assisted Care Living Facility to be located at 820 Schelfhout Lane.  Wayne Wegenke answered a few questions from the Commission regarding the facility, which included parking provisions, outdoor lighting and the time expected between the first and second phases of the project.  The parking stalls were deemed to be adequate due to the fact that residents for the most part do not drive.  There is no parking area lighting other than residential style yard lights positioned in the lawn around the buildings.  Mr. Wegenke was not sure of the time between the phases but said that one year is a possibility, but that depended on market conditions.   It was also noted that the Commission must review and approve a landscape plan, which will include a decision on finishing the landscape berm on the west side of this project.  After this discussion, Commissioner Hermes made a motion to approve the plans; this motion was seconded by Commissioner Schiesl.  The vote of the Commission was unanimous.

Next the Commission approved a Certified Survey Map designed to change the existing configuration of lots 157 and 158 in the Third Addition to Highview Estates.  The new CSM will incorporate all of lot 157 and part of lot 158. This lot will then be used to develop an Assisted Care Facility.  The vote was unanimous after a motion by Commissioner Opsteen and a second by Commissioner Karner.
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The Commission then discussed possible amendments to existing sign ordinances, specifically Sections 13-1-105 (c) and 13-1-109 (b) as these apply to flashing, blinking, rotating lighted type signs and lighted reader boards.  The Commission feels that the ordinance may require a change to better describe its effect on new technology.  Many businesses throughout the community have approached the Village requesting new electronic message centers to replace their old manual reader boards.  The Commissioners discussed that the new electronic message centers have capabilities that are not well described within the existing ordinances.  It was noted that the Commissioners are willing to accept this new technology, but they would like to exhibit some control when approving such a sign.  The Commission then endorsed the Building Inspector to work with other communities, sign representatives and the Village Attorney to possibly write an addendum to the codes addressing this matter.  Commissioner Karner motioned for approval, Commissioner Hermes seconded this motion, and the vote of the Commission was unanimous.  When written, the changes will again be reviewed by the Commission for further approval.
Lastly the Commission discussed the sign covenants of the industrial park.  Again there was much discussion regarding the grey area of not knowing all the capabilities of the electronic signs.  The Commission decided to contact the property owners for their input before changes to any covenant are made.  The Commission also agreed that all signs will continue to be reviewed by the Architectural Review Board (Planning Commission), and they will use any new verbiage to the Village ordinance when making a decision regarding signs in the industrial park.
Under new business the Planning Commission, acting as the Citizens Advisory Board for Smart Growth Planning, wholly endorsed a letter of support to the Village for the joint planning grant application.  This grant will be used to study the possibility of the joint stormwater detention pond with the Village of Combined Locks.
Commissioner Karner motioned for adjournment, Commissioner Hermes seconded this motion, and the Commission’s vote was unanimous.  The Commission adjourned at 7:01 p.m.

Dave Vander Velden
Secretary, Planning Commission

