                                                                     Minutes 

                                                  Kimberly Planning Commission

                                                              February 19, 2008
Chairman Charles Kuen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   Commissioners present were Karner, Hermes, Schiesl, Schreiber and Biese; absent and excused was Commissioner Opsteen.  Also in attendance were Paul Jonen, owner of 1037 Truman Street, Brian Olesen representing Martenson & Eisele, Inc. and Brian Novy, a representative for Kwik Trip Inc. 
After a motion by Mr. Hermes and a second from Mr. Karner, the minutes from the January 16, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously. 
The first item on the agenda was to review for approval a Certified Survey Map splitting a duplex under construction at 1600-1602 Lavender Lane in the Emons subdivision.  After confirmation from the Building Inspector that the firewall between the two units was installed, the Commission approved the CSM unanimously after a motion by Mr. Karner and a second from Mr. Schreiber.
Next, the Commission reviewed a site and landscape plan for a proposed 8,000 square foot building to be located at 1037 Truman Street.  Brian Olesen representing Martenson & Eisele briefed the Commission on the details of the site plan including the purpose of bringing it to the Commission without a building plan.  He explained that the owner has not committed to a building plan because prospective tenants are not committed to a specific floor plan.  Also, there is a potential buyer for the property, but the approval of the site plan is a contingency of the sale.  Brian also mentioned that the owner may be looking at splitting the property in the future. 

It was noted that according to Village standards, the 42 parking stalls planned for this site are 5 stalls short of the Ordinance.  Brian noted that not knowing the prospective tenant(s) of the building and limiting storm water run-off played a role in limiting the parking stalls.  It was noted that McMahon & Associates would be utilized to approve the Drainage Plan. 

Mr. Biese made a motion to approve the Site and Landscape Plans with the understanding that a variance would be required for the shortage of parking stalls.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Karner, and the vote of the Commission was unanimous.

The last item on the agenda was the review of a proposed sign change at Kwik Trip Convenience Store located at 701 Schelfhout Lane.  Kwik Trip Inc would like to change out the existing monument sign’s manual gas pricing numerals with electronic numerals.  They would also like to change their manual reader board to an electronic message center.  The majority of discussion centered on the message center because of stringent restrictions written into the Village’s sign ordinance.  Mr. Biese noted that he felt it was time to entertain the thought of changing our existing ordinance to allow this new technology with restrictions.  He noted that the Commission has reviewed various types of message boards and has not approved them even though he is seeing more and more in surrounding communities.  There was some discussion about the brightness of the message center.   
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Brian Novy, representing Kwik Trip, explained that the version they use has an electronic eye that controls the brightness, dimming it down at night and brightening it during sunny days.  He also mentioned that many communities’ ordinances restrict flashing and gyrating lights; for this reason they do not program theirs to flash or gyrate to attract attention.  This message center, however, does scroll which was a concern for several Commissioners.  Brian noted that they have the ability to control the scrolling speed and that most communities allow no less than three second intervals.  The Commissioners also noted that the total square feet of the message board is much smaller than the present manual one.  There was much discussion between Commissioners of amending the current covenants of the Industrial Park and current ordinances that pertain to these electronic message centers including, but not limited to, controlling the size, the brightness, the scrolling time, changing of display time, and amount of or complete denial of any type of flashing.
Commissioner Biese motioned to approve the message center for Kwik Trip contingent upon the display change being limited to no less than 3 seconds, thus eliminating the occurrence of flashing.  This motion was seconded by Commissioner Hermes; the vote of the Commission was unanimous.

Commissioners decided that the next Planning Commission agenda should include a discussion of our existing sign ordinance.  Mr. Vander Velden was instructed to contact nearby communities to get copies of their sign ordinances that pertain to message centers.
Commissioner Karner motioned for adjournment, Commissioner Hermes seconded this motion, and the Commission’s vote was unanimous.  The Commission adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

Dave Vander Velden
Secretary, Planning Commission

