                                                                     Minutes 

                                                  Kimberly Planning Commission

                                                              November 15, 2005
Chairman Chuck Kuen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Commissioners present were Rundquist, Karner, Opsteen, Schreiber, Hermes and Biese.  Also present was Kenneth Bode representing WE Energies and Nicole Boesken representing the Outagamie County Housing Authority. 
After a motion by Mr. Karner and a second from Mr. Rundquist the minutes from the October 18, 2005 meeting were approved unanimously. 
The first item on the agenda was to review a request for a variance from WE Energies.  We Energies would like to place a gas line heater in the twenty five foot front setback area at their regulator site located on the Northwest corner of Memorial Park.
After Kenneth Bode gave a brief explanation why the heater is needed and how it works, the Commission had several questions.  The first question pertained to the noise output the heater would generate, and how it might effect nearby residential property owners.  Mr. Bode told the Commission that the heater produces sound comparable to a passing car, about 60 to 75 decibels.  The heater is controlled by a thermostat, with running cycles from 30 to 60 minutes.  The longer runs will occur during periods of very cold temperatures.  The primary running time is from October through April.  Mr. Bode was asked if the system could be placed inside a building.  He said they have systems inside buildings but the cost and the small size of the easement makes that option the absolute last resort. He did say that if noise problems for neighbors could not be rectified through landscaping buffers WE Energies would not rule out a building in the future if the Village would be willing to enlarge the easement.

The Commission then asked if decorative landscaping could be used to muffle the sound and hide the mechanisms.  Mr. Bode said this could be done, but completely encasing the site in arbor vitas or other landscaping is not allowed because of security reasons.

The Commission decided to work with WE Energies the Building Inspector and the Community Enrichment Director on a landscape plan that will satisfy all parties involved.

After a motion by Mr. Karner and a second by Mr. Schrieber the Commission approved the variance unanimously contingent on the mutually approved landscape plan.

The second item on the agenda, a variance for monument signs on the County owned Cresentview apartment site was discussed.  A few questions from the Commission members were answered by Nicole Boesken.  It was noted that should the signs be lighted in the future the Commission would have to review the lighting plans and approval of both this Commission and the Village Board would be needed before installation.
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After a motion by Commissioner Rundquist and a second from Commissioner Karner the Commission voted unanimously to approve the sign variance.

Lastly the Commission reviewed a conceptual plat plan in the Town of Buchanan and found no apparent problems following a short discussion.
Commissioner Karner motioned for adjournment, Commissioner Biese seconded this motion, and the Commission’s vote was unanimous.  The Commission adjourned at 6:53 p.m.

Dave Vander Velden
Secretary, Planning Commission

