COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF THE KIMBERLY VILLAGE BOARD

MAY 12, 2008

Chairman Kuen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Members present for roll call were Trustees Gaffney, Hammen, Hruzek, Opsteen, Trentlage, Weber and Chairman Kuen.  Also present was Street Commissioner Vanden Boogaard, Chief Peterson, Inspector Vander Velden, and ten citizens.

President Kuen asked permission of the Board to divert from the regular agenda to hear public comments.  The Board agreed.

Mr. Paul Thiel, owner of Skate City, addressed the Board regarding police reporting of incidents.  He has had a few instances where there were incidents where the police were called to his establishment when the incidents had nothing to do with his business.  In both cases, the incidents were reported in the newspaper as occurring at his business.  This negative news hurts his business and scares patrons.  He feels the incidents are handled very insensitively by the Metro Police Department.  Mr. Thiel is addressing this issue with the Metro Police Commission next week.  President Kuen noted that there would be conversation with the Police Department regarding the issue.

Residents of North Main Street were present to address an issue of a resident who has 21 vehicles parked on the property.  They feel the ordinance should be changed to not allow this to occur on a residential property.  Inspector Vander Velden shared pictures with the Board of the property.  All of the vehicles are licensed, many of them covered with car tarps.  The neighbors also noted that he occasionally works on other peoples’ vehicles in the yard.  Staff will look at what other communities do with these issues and report back to the Board.

The Committee discussed the issue of barking dogs and the suggestion to form a citizens committee to help with the issue.  Scott Kinnard received the Chief’s recommendation and understands the issues.  He also noted that his situation has gotten better, as the police were there shortly after the last meeting.  He was still hopeful that some other solution could be developed that would not create animosity between neighbors.

The Committee reviewed the issues received from Valley Transit.  Regarding the detour, they understand the need for the detours and are confident that Valley Transit will work with the riders as the detours are implemented and change.  Regarding the gas budget shortage, the Board was cautious.  Everyone is feeling the pinch, and perhaps other alternatives should be explored.  Bus route changes, fare increases, or cuts in other places need to be explored, much like we do during tough times.  These questions will be given to Valley Transit, and it will be placed on the agenda for action only if we receive responses to discuss.

The Board reviewed the proposal for muskrat control in the stormwater detention ponds from Mr. Bruce Champagne.  A legal opinion will be sought on the proposal prior to next Monday’s meeting.  Mr. Champagne services several communities in the Fox Cities and is highly recommended by McMahon Associates for his professional services. It was noted that Little Chute did bid for the services due to a conflict between individuals.  They are receiving $25 annually from the high bidder.  It was not felt this was worth our efforts to bid.  This will be placed on next Monday’s agenda for action.
The Committee reviewed the proposal from Milliman actuarial firm for the GASB 45 OPEB benefit calculation.  It is anticipated that this will be done now, and may be required again in the future, depending on what GASB determines would be appropriate in the future.  The division of fees with Little Chute will be determined after approval.  This will be placed on next weeks Agenda for action.
Administrator Hermus discussed the proposed TIF #5 with the Committee.  Mr. Hermus wanted the Board to be very aware that this proposed TIF does include residential property owners, whose property we must determine to be “blighted” within the meaning of the TIF law.  Many times, residential property owners take this personally and have some fear regarding the intention of the community.  It is important that the elected officials understand that there are no plans to redevelop any of these residential properties at this point in time, and the Village has no intention of forcing the issue.  However, as these residential properties are within a commercially zoned district, redevelopment is possible and could become a reality.  For that purpose, they are being included in the TIF boundary.  If a redevelopment plan does come forward at some point in time, we can work with these property owners to see the project forward.  The impact of the new TIF law which allows property within a certain distance of an existing TIF was questioned and will be clarified.  The committee was comfortable with moving forward with this TIF as proposed.  There was a question regarding the projects proposed, and Mr. Hermus explained that the project plan will be developed with the input of the Plan Commission and Village Board as the TIF moves through the process.  All projects must be approved.
Administrator Hermus explained the interest earnings for 2008 year to date, as this was questioned last week.  We are doing ok year to date based on projections.  The fuel costs are a little more concerning; however, staff is working to reduce fuel consumption and seeking input from operators in the field.
President Kuen thanked Mr. Schaefer for the Tree City USA Arbor Day program last week at Roosevelt Park.  The involvement of the kids is also pleasant.

Trustee Hruzek questioned the revenue from Stormwater Permits being $5,000.  Inspector Vander Velden noted these are the inspection fees for commercial properties under the new NR216 regulations.

Mr. Vanden Boogaard noted that he is working with Vinton Construction and New Page for a grinding site for recycled concrete from the Maes Avenue/Clark Street project.  New Page will allow them to use the wood yard area.  As traffic will be detoured already onto Sidney Street when Maes is closed at the wood yard entrance, the wood yard was the logical choice for this grinding operation.  This will help speed up the project by delaying down time and travel time.  Property owners will be notified of this detour route during the project, which should last a couple of weeks.
Trustee Hammen moved, Weber seconded the motion to adjourn into Closed Session per the posted agenda.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of the Board.

Trustee Hammen moved, Gaffney seconded the motion to reconvene into open session per the posted agenda.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of the Board.

Trustee Hammen moved, Gaffney seconded the motion to adjourn.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of the Board.
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