COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF THE KIMBERLY VILLAGE BOARD

APRIL 10, 2006

Chairman Kuen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Members present for roll call were Trustees Coenen, Hammen, Hruzek, Opsteen, Trentlage, Weber and Chairman Kuen.  Also present were Street Commissioner Vanden Boogaard, Community Enrichment Director Schaefer and nine (9) residents.

The Committee discussed the correspondence received from Administrator Hermus regarding his meeting of March 22nd with the groups involved in the conceptual discussion of a Regional Transit Authority (RTA) to replace the present Valley Transit.  There was some discussion regarding the authority of an RTA, setting of hours, rates, and levies.  Everything would be predicated on the enabling legislation used to create the RTA, so many of these issues would not be resolved until the entity is created.  After some discussion, the Committee instructed Mr. Rundquist that they were in favor of discussing the issue further.
The Committee briefly reviewed the renewal contract with the City of Appleton for the weights and measures services.  There were no questions, and the item was requested to be placed on next Monday’s agenda for official action.

The Committee reviewed the request of Chief Van Thiel to transfer an amount not to exceed $1,800 from the Fire Department Trust Fund for incidentals for the fire engines.  The items will be placed on next Monday’s agenda for official action.

The Committee discussed both grant applications as recommended by Community Enrichment Director Schaefer for the Sunset Trail and the Sunset Handicapped Fishing Pier.  The Committee asked that both resolutions be placed on next week’s agenda for official action.

The Committee discussed the issue of parking in the Apple Blossom cul-de-sac by a home run occupation.  This contractor has his employees report to his home, they park in the cul-de-sac, and return at the end of the day.  Vehicles park illegally from time to time, but for the most part are legal.  Where to end any parking restriction was discussed.  It was also noted that posting parking restrictions does not solve the problem, it only moves it down the street.  The sentiments of the other neighbors on Apple Blossom, who have not signed the petition, are unknown.  After a long discussion, it was agreed to have the Metro patrol the area more diligently, and see if the problem resolves itself.
Trustee Opsteen questioned when the benches on the Sunset Overlook are being installed.  C.E.D. Schaefer is meeting with the contractor next week to schedule the installation.
The Committee reviewed the requests of the Paperfest Committee.  There were three requests which will be discussed separately.  Jim Boots and Dennis Smits were present to represent Paperfest.

The first request was to add a stage at the bottom of the ski hill.  This will be discussed with the Chief to confirm that there are no issues with the request.  The Committee did not feel it would be a detriment, and would add safety between the two current stage areas.

The second request was to add Thursday night to the Paperfest weekend.  It was noted that there are several activities already occurring on Thursday night.  They are full nights in the parks, with softball and baseball on both diamonds and soccer on both fields.  Mr. Boots noted that the Thursday night event would be music only, with limited concessions.  They are not intending to have the arcade and carnival rides open on Thursday night.  Parking would be a concern with that many events occurring concurrently.  It was noted that parking is presently an issue on Thursdays because most things have been set up for the Friday night start.  There would be music from about 7:00 p. m. or 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  At the end of the various events, vehicle traffic leaving the park was also a concern.  As games are constantly starting, foot traffic from the concert will be mingling with the car traffic from ball games.  It was asked that the Paperfest group also offer solutions to this issue.  Moving the porta-potties to the west side the parking lot was a possibility.  It may entail more work, but safety must be a prime concern.
Members of the baseball groups were concerned with the music drowning out the public address announcers, and being too loud for spectators.  There was also a concern with home run balls being hit towards the amphitheater area.  Paperfest agreed to work with the parking issue, perhaps only allowing baseball and soccer groups having parking passes, and only those cars with parking passes allowed in the parking area.  There was a concern with noise in the neighborhood.  It was suggested that Paperfest conduct a PR campaign with door drops and flyers to alert people of the added night.  With this much advance time, it would help greatly to get the word out.  There was general consensus to try the Thursday night addition to Paperfest in 2006.
The third request was for a Friday night concert series in June and July.  It was noted by the baseball groups that several weekend tournaments are currently planned for the weekends of June 16-17-18 and the Legion Tournament on July 7 – 10, and another tournament July 14-15-16.  It was noted that there would not be concerts allowed on these Fridays.  Additionally, there are league ballgames planned for several other Fridays.  The baseball groups voiced concern with the noise being disruptive, but seemed willing to try it.  They are not sure if it will be an issue, and have not yet met with their members to discuss.  Issues such as rain dates, make up games and other potential tournaments were a concern, but hard to plan on at this time.
The issue of licensing for beer sales was discussed.  The Paperfest picnic license would not be allowed to cover this intermittent event.  A six month license would preclude other beer sales at the amphitheater.  The only other alterative would be to have various civic groups take out licenses for each event.

It was noted that in the future, Paperfest should work with all ball organizations to arrange for these various tournaments.  As many group bids on securing a weekend tournament, it will have to be coordinated with all groups to avoid conflicts.

There was apprehension voiced over having any loud music during ball games.  They have experience with Sunday evenings, when even soft music interrupts the National Anthem, or public address announcers.  They were also concerned with loud music playing when ballplayers are playing games.  They are just not sure that is such a good idea.

Mr. Schaefer questioned what would all be included in the Friday night concert series.  Paperfest has become a norm, but the new concert series is not budgeted for manpower wise.  It was noted that no tents would be brought in, other than the small tents Paperfest owns.   Kimberly Avenue would not be restricted for parking, nor would the parking lots.  These would be much smaller events.  Porta-potty location should again be coordinated to reduce conflict between motorists in the parking lots and patrons.
Trustee Opsteen questioned the wear and tear on the grass area.  Rain during one event would possibly ruin the grass area if not controlled.  Who makes that decision?  What can we do to beef up the grass in the area?  And who pays for that?

Trustee Hammen moved, Weber seconded the motion to adjourn.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of the Board.
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