COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF THE KIMBERLY VILLAGE BOARD

MARCH 12, 2007

Chairman Kuen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Members present for roll call were Trustees Gaffney, Hammen, Hruzek, Opsteen, Trentlage, Weber and President Kuen.  Also present were Community Enrichment Director Schaefer, Street Commissioner Vanden Boogaard, Engineer Werner, Attorney Doug Fyfe and three citizens.

C.E.D. Schaefer noted his recommended changes to Ordinance 14-1-100(g) regarding Park Impact Fees.  This is a change from our previous ordinance regarding Dwelling Fees in lieu of park land fees.  After a review of the proposed changes, it was asked that this issue be placed on the next Regular Meeting Agenda for official action.
The recommendation from the Plan Commission to approve the 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan was reviewed.  President Kuen thanked the members of the Ad Hoc Park Advisory Committee for their time and commitment to the community to bring this document together.  Their time and effort is appreciated.  There was some discussion regarding a few projects included in the plan.  It was noted that several of the members of the Committee had ideas that were included in the plan.  Not all items will be accomplished due to budgetary constraints, but they are possible based on funding.  This planning guide will be used to develop future budgets and the Capital Improvement Plan.  After discussion, it was asked that this issue be placed on the next Regular Meeting Agenda for official action.

The Committee discussed the 2007 Sanitary Sewer Contract bidding process, and the apparent error of PTS Contractors in the bid submitted.  Mark Schlies, Vice President of PTS Contractors, Inc. was present to explain their position.  He admitted to a production error with his estimator.  He gave direction to his staff to amend the numbers, but in the rush of bidding several contracts, it was not followed through, and the wrong numbers were submitted.  In 25 years in business, this has never happened before.  Attorney Fyfe noted that state statute does allow the community to negotiate and correct the error, without compromising the integrity of the bidding process.  Failure to negotiate the bid, and losing the bid of PTS, will result in additional costs of about $150,000 to go to the next highest bidder.  President Kuen noted that the black and white of the issue is easy to understand.  It is the precedent of the situation that is difficult.  After discussing the pros and cons, the Board reached a consensus that negotiating with PTS Contractors is in the best interest of the community and the residents on this project.
Administrator Hermus noted his receipt of a letter in this morning’s mail from the State Board of Assessors that Stora Enso has withdrawn their assessment appeal for the 2006 assessment year.  We are unsure of why the appeal was withdrawn.

Administrator Hermus announced that there will not be a Board Meeting next Monday.  The next meeting will be held on March 26th, and will include the public hearing for the 2006 Utility Projects.

President Kuen informed the Committee that he was approached by the owners of Rusch’s Bowl regarding snow removal from the sidewalk.  They just changed their snow removal to a private contractor, who did not follow their instructions.  It resulted in pushing snow onto the sidewalk, and not clearing the sidewalk.  The Village issued the proper notice, cleared the snow, and billed them $180 per policy.  President Kuen noted that the Street Commissioner followed policy and did nothing wrong.  However, a reduction of the bill was requested due to their hardship (both owners have been hospitalized in the last few months, thus the privatization of the service).  After a short discussion, it was agreed to lower the bill to the minimum.

Trustee Trentlage moved, Gaffney seconded the motion to adjourn.  The motion carried by unanimous vote of the Board.
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